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To the Editor:

~

1~ .i The League of Women Voters has been.studying and lobbyingo~water
./, ~ ,and land use issues since the 1950s and has come to the following positions:

!J}t"--~ .-e.-1/£<;;<.-.'. We suppo:t policies arid pr~cedures that promote comp'reQensivelong-
.range planrung for conservation and developmeht of land and water

'"7~ vd l/id [J I resou!ces. These include (a) measures to preserve aI)d protect inland wet.;. :
/, <.. /)/ lands, watercourses, and tidal wetlands; (b) acquisition and preservation of

IJ {I. 'open:-space land, including inland wetlands and tiqal marshes; and (c) a r

I regional approach of pl~nning! with a long-range plan for land ~nd water"

re5ources.
~ ,TheLeague supports Connicticut's present system of regulating 'Yctlands,'

b~thinland and tida,i, under state law with municipalities having the, option ,
.'9:fr~~ting their own inland wetlands. '. .;;
:';\..'~.Qpp~rtunities for citizen participation in decisions concerningl~qand,:~;

water re$ources should be provided. In,general, 1ocalpeople :should' have con.,:t;\
trol over land use decisions of purely local concern, and regional arid state 1
goyernments over'those of regional and statewide impact. Since J11ost d~ci- ..

sions have implications al: all levels, a mechanism for input and decision-
a making by all levels is highly desirable. j

t' Additionally, the League supports the management of l~d as a finite
resource, not as a commodity, since;land ownership, whethc~public orpri-
vate, ~rriesrespopsibility for stewardship. Furthermore, the League suppor!:s
land-use planning that reflects conservation and wise management of, rcspurces and the identification and regulation of areas.of critical con~rn,. .

e.g.; fragile or historical lands where developme~t 'could result in irreversible
~sL1ch.as me ~hore,.lands of. rivers. takes. sq.e~sl.~tuaries, ,and bays~

T rare or v~~ble ~co~ystems arid geological formatioQS, sign~fi~twildlif~..'
t;~t~bi~~!\Wq~~:scenic or historic areas, wetlandS, and de.\;erts;, and rehew-

..able,resource lands. where development could result in the loss of produc-

tivity.
I Since me propo~ed Islander East pipeline would contradict the majority

of our positions. we must oppose it. '

IS

'('

Judy Nelson and Elise L, Low'
Board of Directors
League of Women Voters- East Shore ~ftiftg
Branford and Guilford
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